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Organic Pest Control
Prevention is key when it comes to organic pest control.  From plants to bugs, there are many ways to prevent bad bugs from invading your garden—but first you have to know which bugs are good and which are bad.

Who are some of the bad bugs?  
aphids and beetles
caterpillars and hornworms
leaf hoppers and leaf miners
mosquitoes and moths
slugs and snails
squash bugs and whiteflies 
grasshoppers and crickets

Which ones are good?  
assassin bugs and pirate bugs

ladybugs and green lacewings

dragonflies, frogs and hoverflies 
praying mantis and some wasps
Good bugs are also known as beneficials because they “benefit” your garden by keeping plants healthy and strong—and bug-free!  

But don’t forget the flowers.  These can also be helpful because some bugs are “repelled” by certain scents.

French marigold is one of the best for nematodes.

Geraniums are good if you have spiders.

Snails and slugs hate wormwood flower.
Speaking of “good scents,” you can also use aromatic plants to prevent pests.
Garlic is one of the best for repelling all bugs (and some kids!).

Ants don’t like peppermint and spearmint.
Cabbage moths will steer clear from rosemary.
You can also use garlic to make a bug spray.  Mix it with cloves and pepper and then watch out bugs—this yucky smelling spray is coming to a plant near you!  Old coffee and water make a great spray, too.

Caution:  wear gloves and don’t touch your eyes before washing your hands.  
Best way to stop the bugs?  Use your “nose!”
