Planting an Organic Garden

Organic gardening is gardening using only natural plant foods and pesticides. By using only natural products, we don't harm ourselves or our environment with toxic chemicals.
Plant food is called fertilizer.  Some natural plant foods are worm poop and fish emulsion, composted cow and chicken manure (more poop).

Pesticide means bug removal.  Some organic methods for removing bugs from our garden is to pick them from our plants.  We can also add good bugs—called beneficials—to eat the bad bugs.  What's a good bug?  The ladybug, for one!  They eat aphids.  Frogs and dragonflies are good, too, because they eat flies and mosquitoes.

Other ways to control the bugs are crop rotation and companion planting.  Crop rotation means to change the location of our plants each season—so the bugs won't know where to find them!  
Companion planting means to plant certain plants together—near their friends and NOT their foes.  For example, the dill plant attracts hornworms.  Hornworms can eat an entire tomato plant in one day, so you don't want to plant dill and tomato next to each other.  Rosemary is a friend of cabbage because it repels cabbage moth flies (they eat a lot of cabbage leaves).
Before we plant our seeds, we cultivate the soil, which means we remove the weeds and break up the dirt until it's nice and soft.  Plants prefer soft beds of dirt, because it's easier for their roots to grow!  Next, we form a neat row of dirt piled just a bit higher than the ground.  This is called a raised bed.  Remember, the easier it is for plants to grow deep roots, the more vegetables they can produce!
Next, we amend the soil which means to change it and make it better.  How can you make dirt better?  Add compost!  Compost is the dirt we make after putting old plants, leaves and food scraps into a pile and letting them sit for a long period of time.  This is how we make organic matter—a fancy way to say:  bacteria ate all our old plants and leftovers and now becomes food for the new plants!  It's the natural cycle of life.
After our beds are ready, we put our seeds into the dirt, water them well, then wait for them to germinate!  Germinate is what we call the process of our seeds sprouting.  As our plants grow, we'll take good care of them.  How do we do that?  Feed them N - P - K
Nitrogen -- Phosphate -- Potassium

Gardeners have to know these things.  By taking care of our plants while they grow, they will provide us with a huge harvest.  Harvest is when we get to pick all the delicious vegetables we've grown.  
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Anyone up for a harvest party?
