Name: _____________________________________________          Date: _________________


Organic Pest Control
Prevention is key when it comes to organic pest control.  From plants to bugs, there are many ways to prevent bad bugs from invading your garden—but first you have to know which bugs are good and which are bad.

Who are some of the bad bugs?  
aphids and beetles
caterpillars and hornworms
leaf hoppers and leaf miners
mosquitoes and moths
slugs and snails
squash bugs and whiteflies 
tomato fruitworms and pinworms

Which ones are good?  
assassin bugs and pirate bugs

ladybugs and green lacewings

dragonflies, frogs and hoverflies 
praying mantis and some wasps
Good bugs are also known as beneficials because they “benefit” your garden by keeping plants healthy and strong—and bug-free!  

But don’t forget the flowers.  These can also be helpful in because some bugs are “repelled” by certain scents so you’ll want to be sure to include these in your garden.  One of the all around best is French marigold.  Not only does it repel nematodes (microscopic bugs in the soil), it also discourages whiteflies, flea beetles and aphids.  Geraniums repel red spider mites and horseradish repels potato bugs.  Snails and slugs hate wormwood.  
Speaking of “good scents,” you can also use aromatic plants to prevent pests.  Ants don’t like peppermint and spearmint.  Cabbage moths will steer clear from rosemary.  (Hey, this reminds me of companion planting!) And the one plant that repels them all, including some kids? Garlic.
If you don’t want to grow garlic, consider using it to make a spray for your vegetable plants.  Ground a few cloves and cayenne pepper together, steep them in hot water (like you do tea bags) and allow the mixture to sit 24-48 hours.  Then watch out bugs, this yucky smelling spray is coming to a plant near you!  Caution:  wear gloves and don’t touch your eyes before washing your hands.  Or how about steeping some wormwood instead of garlic? Caterpillars will run!
You can also create a spray by mixing your compost or old coffee with water.  Let it sit for a few days and **presto** anti-bug spray.  Yuck for you and yuck for bugs.  And all your sprays will work a little better if you add a bit of dish soap to the mix—or combine it with water and use it on its own!  Soapy water stops pests in their tracks.
Good luck and good hunting! ( 

