
Name: __________________________________________________            Date: ___________

Now that you're the expert, how would you solve these problems?
1.  My plant's leaves are fading to a pale green.  What nutrient should I feed it for greener leaves?

​_________Nitrogen____________________________________________________________
2.  After two weeks, Mom's seeds still haven't sprouted.  What could be the cause? __________
 ___Too dry, too wet, not enough sun or it could be the temperature – different seeds need 

different temperatures in order to germinate______________________________________

3.  Agh—I have aphids on my bean leaves! What insect can I put in my garden to eat them?
_______________Ladybug______________________________________________________
4.  Dad saw a caterpillar climbing up his bean plant.  What should he do? __________________
_____Remove it right away – it will eat the plant's leaves!____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
5.  Do I want all those dragonflies hovering about my plants? Why or why not? _____________
___Absolutely! Dragonflies eat mosquitoes and black flies – which eat your plant's leaves_
_____________________________________________________________________________

6.  My sister's carrots are bent.  What may have happened? _____________________________
__At some point, the soil in their bed was too dense and they grew sideways – staying in the soft dirt so they could continue growing___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
7.  Our tomato plants look green and healthy, but they aren't producing much fruit.  Why not?
___Most likely not enough phosphorous, though it could also be a lack of potassium, too___
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_____________________________________________________________________________
[image: image2.wmf]8.  Mom's broccoli plant is producing pretty yellow flowers, but no broccoli.  Why? __________
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________It's bolting which means it has become too warm for the broccoli to thrive and 

________now it's trying to make flowers (and then seeds!)t likely  enough phosphorous, though it could also be a lack of potassium, too 












































____________________________
9.  Uh, oh. Dad found an earthworm in the garden.  Should he remove it?  Why or why not? 
________No sir!  Earthworms are good for the garden because their poop is great fertilizer 
and their movements aerates the soil which helps the plant absorb nutrients_____________

10. Our plants look sick all over.  What should we add to help nourish them? _______________

___________Adding potassium would be a good start________________________________

11. Help! How can I prevent all these weeds from growing in my garden? __________________
_______Use mulch weed paper to cover the soil and then mulch over top of it.  You can also 

plant companion plants (like squash around the base of corn) to shade the ground to 
prevent weeds from getting sun__________________________________________________
12. Our plants are wilting. What should we do? ____Water them – quick!_________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
13.  I like the "jungle" look.  Can I plant my vegetable plants close together, like in a jungle? 
Explain. __You can plant beans close together without a problem, but if you plant others 
too close – like zucchini and squash – they can develop fungus due to the fact there is not 
enough air flow between them.  Know what you grow and check your labels for planting 
distance______________________________________________________________________
14. Does it matter where I plant my corn next year? Why or why not? ______Yes, because corn 
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corn in the same place, you'll have to feed it more and the bugs will know where to find it 
again!  This is known as crop rotation.____________________________________________
15. What do plants like to eat, anyway? ____Nitrogen, phosphorous, potassium – found in 
blood meal, fish emulsion, bone meal, worm poop, wood ashes, seaweed extract, etc._____

16. If it's supposed to rain all week, should I turn my garden sprinkler off? ____Yes, so you 
don't over-water your plants_____________________________________________________

17. My little brother is running through the garden and leaping across rows.  Is this a problem? 
____Yes!  Stop him or he may miss a row and land on your plants (which will break their 
stems and/or squash them dead__________________________________________________

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________________________________

18. Fertilizer always seems to have numbers printed on it, like 3-4-8 or 12-4-6. What do these 

numbers mean? ________They stand for N-P-K and indicate the percentage of each that is 

in the fertilizer_________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

19. How do I know if my garden is getting enough water? _____Your plants will look strong 
and full, but you can also dip your finger into the soil to be sure it's moist_______________
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

20. Should I wash my vegetables before I eat them? Why or why not? ____Yes!  Even though 
you are totally organic, you never know what's been roaming your garden when you're not 
there (or what it's been doing!)___________________________________________________
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